
East Turkestan: US to Host Major Conference on the Future for Uyghurs 

 

An international conference in the Capitol Building will gather Congressmen and leading 

experts to discuss the future of the Uyghur people, this opening ceremony will later be followed 

by internal discussions for the Uyghur diaspora community. 

Below is a press release published by the 

World Uyghur Congress: 

 

WUC Announcement: International Conference “The Future of Uyghur People in East 

Turkestan” – UPDATE 

Press Release – For immediate release 
15 April 2011 

Contact: World Uyghur Congress www.uyghurcongress.org 

0049 (0) 89 5432 1999              0049 (0) 89 5432 1999       or contact@uyghurcongress.org 

From May 2-8, 2011 the international conference The Future of Uyghur People in East 

Turkestan co-sponsored by Freedom House, World Uyghur Congress (WUC), Uyghur 

American Association (UAA) and the International Uyghur Human Rights and Democracy 

Foundation (IUHRDF), will take place in Washington, D.C. 
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The World Uyghur Congress is pleased to announce that the opening ceremony of the 

conference will be held at: 

U.S. Capitol Building (room location to be announced) 

The opening ceremony will commence on May 2, 2011 at 10.00h with a speech by WUC 

President and longstanding Uyghur human rights activist Rebiya Kadeer, and will include a 

number of distinguished speakers. 

Scheduled guest speakers are: 

Hon. Frank R. Wolf (U.S. Congressman) 

Hon. Jim McGovern (U.S. Congressman) 

Carl Gershman (President, National Endowment for Democracy), 

Louisa Coan Greve (Vice President, National Endowment for Democracy), 

Randall Shriver (Former Assistant Secretary of State) 

T. Kumar (Advocacy Director for Asia and the Pacific, Amnesty International USA) 

Dr. Gunawardena-Vaughn (Director of the International Religious Freedom Consortium and 

the Southeast Asia Program, Freedom House) 

Dr. Sophie Richardson (Advocacy Director, Human Rights Watch, Asia Division, tbc) 

After the Opening Ceremony, the Uyghur community will stage a demonstration in front of the 

Chinese Embassy in Washington, DC. 

From May 3 – 8, 2011 the conference The Future of Uyghur People in East Turkestan will be 

held at: 

Holiday Inn 

Carradoc Hall 

1500 East Market Street 

Leesburg, VA 20176 

This conference is an internal conference for the Uyghur Diaspora community and its main goal 

is to provide a constructive forum for Uyghur leaders from around the world to discuss the 

ongoing violations of civil, political, social, economic and cultural rights suffered by the Uyghur 

people in East Turkestan.  The delegates will also discuss the situation of Uyghur refugees 

around the world in order to find effective solutions to provide legal and moral assistance and 

support. 

Delegates from all over the world will explore common strategies, effective political platforms, 

and future steps. Delegates will include members of the WUC and non-WUC affiliated Uyghur 

community leaders and intellectuals. Around 200 Uyghur delegates from more than 20 countries 

from around the world are expected to participate in the conference. 

For questions, please contact: 

US: 
Omer Kanat okanat@iuhrdf.org 

Alim Seytoff aseytoff@uyghuramerican.org 

Phone: +1 202 4781920              +1 202 4781920       ext. 106 

Fax: +1 202 4781910 

 

 



Germany: 
Dolkun Isa 

dolkun@gmail.com Phone: +49 89 54321999              +49 89 54321999       

Fax: +49 89 54349789 

 

The International Conference on the future of the Uyghur announced  recently by the World Uyghur 

Congress and the Uyghur Association of America presents a huge question as well as promises a future 

that may result from this conference.   The similar topic and question has been discussed, circulated, and 

promoted among the peoples in exile who have suffered enormously from their governments who hold 

different ideologies.   There are two cases of this type that seemingly have answered this similar question: 

one is the Jewish case in the 19
th
 century and the other is the Tibetan case today.  The former, at the 

expense of other peoples (in this case the Palestinians), seemingly successfully answers the question of 

the future/fate of the Jews by establishing a state of their own.  The later has achieved nothing except the 

spread of the Dalai Lama’s personal charisma and the internationalization of the Tibetan issue.   

By looking at these two different cases, it seems easy to draw a conclusion that the realistic future of the 

Uyghurs cannot be modeled on the Jewish case given the pragmatic international politics and the growth 

of the Chinese economic, military, political, and even cultural power around the globe.  Then the possible 

future of the Uyghurs may have to follow the Tibetan model to internationalize the Uyghur issue and win 

sympathy from the world.  To reach this goal is not easy for the Uyghurs due to the several reasons:  

(a) After the September 11
th
 event and under the context of the ongoing wars between Muslim states (Iraq, 

Afghanistan, recently, Libya, and possibly, Iran), the moral or material support the Christian-West 

dominated World is questionable (think about the US-China joint attach on the so-called East Turkistan 

Islamic Movement, or ETIM);  Does Christian-West truly support achieving a Uyghur Muslim state in 

Central Asia given the relationship between Christian hegemons and Muslim victims?   

(b).  Unlike the Tibetans who share a common religion of Tibetan Buddhism or Lamaism, and the central 

leadership of the Dalai Lama system, although the Uyghurs are predominately Muslims and began to have 

Ms. Kadeer as unified leader, Christians began to grow among not only the common Uyghurs but even 

among the Uyghur leadership and Ms. Kadeer’s leadership and her future succession lack religious 

justification and institutional legitimacy (as the Dalai Lama system has).  There are critical questions can 

be found: (1) can a female leader lead the Muslim Uyghurs fighting for the Uyghur cause? (2) Can a 

secular leader, be Ms. Kadeer or somebody else lead Muslim Uyghurs?  

(c). By contrast to the Tibetan movement for greater Tibetan Autonomy, it seems the Uyghur leadership 

in exile lacks pragmatic and coherent agenda.   Democracy and freedom are good general arguments for 

governmental funding but they are hard to be realized given the fact that China itself is un-democractic.   

So the question is in face of Communist China (or Nationalist China in future?), what specific aims do 

Uyghur leadership and the oversea Uyghurs attempt to realize?   

 

Although all these questions and issues are critical and challenging, it is good to see that after the 

international conference in Brussels this year, the congressmen of the United States began to be aware of 



the Uyghur situation in China.  To publicize the Uyghur issue and gain more support and sympathy seem 

to be one of the foreseen achievements of this conference.   Also, the internal discussion may bring as 

many oversea Uyghurs as possible to get familiar with each other and to reach more consensuses on the 

key issues such as leadership, funding, propaganda, united front, and etc.   This conference is to discuss, if 

not decide, the future of the Uyghurs in the new world context. 


